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Visit the SAS Web Site at: www.stocktonastro.org 

 
 General Meeting:  

Olson Hall Room 120, at University of 
the Pacific  

Thursday, March 11– 7:30 p.m.  

Stockton Astronomical Society  
Presents 

Tim Clark and Doug Christensen 
Extinct Lunar Volcanology 

Nihar Jain 
What made the Perseverance rover landing 

unique from other landings on Mars 
Eric Holland 

The challenges of space travel and the 
difficulties in contacting another intelligent 

species 
 

Our March presentation will be given via Zoom at the link: 
http://tiny.cc/stocktonastro. 

We will officially commence at 7:30 p.m., but join us for a soft 
start at 7:00 p.m. to chat and ensure that everyone is online prior 

to the meeting. 
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March Presentation 
 
Our March presentation will be cover current topics of interest 
across the field of astronomy and be delivered by members of the 
SAS Board. Tim Clark and Doug Chistensen, our current Members-
at-Large, will start us off by presenting on extinct lunar volcanology. 
Then, Nihar Jain, our first Youth Ambassador, will touch on 
NASA’s latest Mars landing by going into how the Perseverance 
rover landing differed from those of previous years. Finally, Eric 
Holland, our Secretary, will wrap up the night with a lesson on space 
travel and an explanation of the difficulties of contacting other 
intelligent species. 
 
Amateur Telescope Makers 

 
Shop issues are preventing us from holding an ATM meeting for the 
month of March due to traveling. We will try to catch up in April. 
 
Budget for 2021 
 
Each year the budget for the SAS needs to published for review by 
the SAS membership at large. If you have any concerns or 
comments about the budget, please feel free to contact members of 
the SAS Board or to mention it during the general meeting. 

 STOCKTON ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 243, Stockton, CA 95201 

 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS: 
President 

Mike Lavieri……...823-1727, president@stocktonastro.org 
Vice President & Program Director 

Fred Schumacher……….482-3782, vp@stocktonastro.org 
Secretary 

Eric Holland……...351-0206, secretary@stocktonastro.org 
Treasurer 

Gerald Hyatt……..244-0004, treasurer@stocktonastro.org 
Newsletter Editor 

Rebecca Lewis……………………………(925) 549-1352, 
editor@stocktonastro.org 

Members-at-Large 
Doug Christensen………………………………….462-0798, 

spacecadetdoug@stocktonastro.org 
Tim Clark………(916) 997-8875, tclark@stocktonastro.org 
 

Youth Ambassador 
Nihar Jain………………………………………510-857-6828 

Father: Ashish Jain………….jainashish30@gmail.com 
Mother: Supriya Jain…………………………………….. 

 
APPOINTED OFFICERS: 
 

Public Outreach Coordinator 
School Star parties: 

Doug Christensen…………..………………....…..462-0798,  
                    spacecadetdoug@stocktonastro.org 

Sky Tours & other public viewing: 
Doug Christensen………..……………….……….462-0798,  
                                   spacecadetdoug@stocktonastro.org 

Star Party Coordinators 
Hi-Altitude: 

Miguel Ortiz……………………………………...…923-3857, 
miguelrca532@stocktonastro.org 

Highway 4: 
Jim Schuknecht……………………………………224-5267, 

stargazer@stocktonastro.org 
Star Party Bulletin Board 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/stocktonastro/info 

 
Equipment Manager 

Jeff Baldwin……..…….…..594-1894, baldjb@comcast.net 
 
ATM Workshops 

Jeff Baldwin……..…….…..594-1894, baldjb@comcast.net 
 
Observing Program Chairman 

Jeff Baldwin……..…….…..594-1894, baldjb@comcast.net 
 
Striking Sparks Program Coordinator 

Gerald Hyatt……..244-0004, treasurer@stocktonastro.org 
 
Astronomical League Correspondent 

Jeff Baldwin……..….……..594-1894, baldjb@comcast.net 
  

Web Site Administrator 
Eric Holland……..351-0206, secretary@stocktonastro.org 

 

SAS Web Site:      www.stocktonastro.org 
 

(All numbers are area code 209 except as noted) 
 
Valley Skies is published monthly. Except where noted, it is not 
copyrighted and may be freely copied and distributed, with appropriate 
credits. Articles of interest, letters, news items or announcements are 
welcome. Please send them to the Society address above.  
 
Non-commercial advertising of astronomy-related products or services 
will be printed free of charge for members, for up to three months if 
necessary. Submission deadline is the 15th of each month. 
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Stars R Us... 
SAS Star Party News 

Social distancing guidelines to help slow the spread 
of the Corona Virus may still be in effect at the 
time of these events.  Call ahead and use caution. 

February: (Stockton rise/set times) 
Saturday, March 6  Hwy 4 Star Party 

Sunset:     6:04 PM PST  
Moonrise:      2:51 AM PST (7 Feb) 

Saturday, March 13  Hi-Alt Star Party 
Sunset:     6:10 PM PST 
Moonset:    6:38 PM PST 
 
 

Directions to SAS Star Party Sites 
Highway 4/Shirley Road:  
Drive 30 miles east on Hwy 4 from Hwy 99. At the sign for Shirley 
Road/Telegraph Road, turn right off Hwy 4, then left at the stop 
sign. You will again be heading east, parallel to Hwy 4. Drive to 
the setup area at the end of the road. 
4000' Heliport on Highway 88: 
Drive 21.8 miles east from Jackson on Hwy 88 till you pass the 
“Elevation 4,000 ft.” sign, (0.4 miles past Amador Station). Turn 
left at the “Emergency Heliport” sign and double back parallel to 
the road about 400 feet to the helipad. Set up on the north side. 

 
Please park on N side of road only at both the 

Hwy 4 and 4000 ft. sites. 
Peddler Hill: 
Drive east from Jackson on Highway 88 to Ham’s Station.  
Continue 6.2 miles east to the junction sign-posted for Bear River 
Reservoir Resort on the right.  Directly opposite the Resort road, 
there is a service road on the left.  Turn left onto the service road 
and go 0.8 miles to the observing site (once the site of Peddler Hill 
Ski Lift) 
 

Telescope Nut 
 

Messier Objects: March 2021 
 

The SAS is a member organization of the umbrella 
organization The Astronomical League (A.L.). The 
A.L. offers many observing certificates, one of 
which is a certificate for finding and recording all 
the Messier Objects, which are deep sky objects 
Charles Messier and others documented in order to 
not confuse them with comets, his real targets. They 
are generally the best and brightest deep sky objects 
and are beautiful to observe. See the “rules” for 

observing the Messiers if you are interested in a 
certificate at https://www.astroleague.org/al/ 
obsclubs/messier/mess.html. We will try to have a 
Messier assistance program set-up each month at 
our Highway 4 star parties to help people get going 
on their Messiers. 
 
This month’s Messier objects can be found on 
Tirion’s sky charts 12 and 13, and it focuses around 
the Virgo cluster of galaxies. There are some others 
as well. Don Macholtz just gave us a great talk on 
the Messier Marathon which covered a logical way 
to pass through the Virgo cluster. In many places in 
the sky you can star-hop, but there are nothing but 
dud stars in this section, so galaxy-hopping is the 
ticket here.   
 
In Cancer we have M44 and M67, in Leo we have 
the galaxies M95, M96, M105, M65 and M66, and 
in Hydra we have the open cluster M48. Moving 
into Virgo, we have the galaxies M85, M100, M98, 
M99, M88, M91, M84, M86, M87, M90, M89, 
M58, M59, M60, M61, M49 and M104. This is a 
great challenge for those of you who are doing this 
for the first time, but you can do it! 

…Jeff Baldwin 
 

Messier 90, a bright spiral galaxy in Virgo. 

Image credit: NASA, ESA, STScI, and V. Rubin 
(Carnegie Institution of Washington), D. Maoz 
(Tel Aviv University/Wise Observatory) and D. 
Fisher (University of Maryland) 




















